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A facsimile from 

Raytown Central Middle 
School 

10601 E. 59 th St. 
Raytown, Mo 64133 
Ph. 816-268-7400 
FAX 816-268-7406 


Fax number <~l r ^ _ 


Date: 


Regarding: fte CO03/'der a \ ToO ©E-C^$ 


Comments: made, os dart as r coold. 

potrenV f, lied OoV peOCil . ^jq 
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Raytown C-2 School District 
Request for Reconsideration of Books or Other Instructional Materials 

Author UdAjcWkg, j^IlueJ Title: fV«>i 



Media Type: ^Pfi^> Publisher/Producer: fo^Jaf nrW pn*;< 

Request Initiated by: 

Na ™ ^Kfrijllf j?\v<^ Phone: SW« ~ 7/9-6 </yfl & SlB^ SS/ 

Street Address: Vl>\\% L 

City, State, ZIP: \<C, Aa^ ( q^\ 33 

Individual 1 



dividual Represents: Wlndl *>tj* *A**r]f G^ 1 ^r&dlA 



If necessary, please use the back of the sheet to complete your answers. 

1 . Did you read/review the material in its entirety? If not, what parts did you read/review? 

2. How was the item acquired? (Assignment, de selection^ from a friend, etc) 

3. Is this item part of a set or series? If yes, did you read/review all of the set or series? AJ C V i *i t *> GL^CV* ui 

4. To what in the material do you object? Please list your specific objections, citing exact passages, page^ctn^ Vva al r\a^rvA 
numbers, etc.^^ j^d. 3fX^£-SsA> fray gx> r Jo ^tuujUA^w 4<aC>^a^0^cy 

5. Did you locate reviews of the item? If yes, please cite the reviews. AjQ 

6. Did the review(s) substantiate your feelings? 




0. 



«• « w w jruu uwicvc i» uic purpose oi mis maicnaj.' f ^ v * 1,1 ^ k ra nxa>c LUJUj&S 1 * wv-c r ; 

9. Aside from your specific objections, do you think uie material rt*<MU'VJa*i 
IO^Would you consider this material to be more appropriate for another grade level? If so which grade level? .bcte^ VWiviCSO 

12. What do you suggest be done with the item in questiW?T^j- a* lY^a «,l.-* t ,U aw /u , ..l 
Signed QIa^MJU U MSXkl Dat e V/^-o^ _ J _ * 

Receh/edby: g&dsJjQl^Ul^ Date Received: 



Betz, Cathy 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Strack, Gayla 

Tuesday, February 14, 2012 10:21 AM 
Betz, Cathy 

Name of person from Glenco 



The Glencoe sales representative from Western Missouri arranged for the response from 
Glencoe/McGraw Hill 

That person is (or was): 

Rae Anna Mayfield, Ed.S. 

Sales Representative for Western Missouri 

Glencoe/McGraw Hill 

913 338-2915 

Rae Ma v 11 e 1 d (cpm c gra vv-hilLco m 
Gayla Strack 

Librarian, Raytown Middle School 
4900 Pittrnan Road 
Kansas City, MO 

Gavla. Strackraa-avtownschools.org 
816 268-7368 
What I'm reading: 




RIN 



Rin Tin Tin 
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FILE : KLB-AF 
Critical 



PUBLIC QUESTIONS, COMMENTS OR CONCERNS REGARDING DISTRICT 
INSTRUCTIONAL/MEDIA/LIBRAR\f MATERIALS 
(Request for Reconsideration of Materials) 

Author: .Sp.V l^jo^ ^ K^y, J " 

Format: f/ t gjag^ ^ 

Title: ^Tnfjrfteu /?/■ r^<; ■ 

Publisher fifknowrt: m<^^ tjJ 

Request Initiated By: fH^Wi &..»»{ | 



Telephone: &2$_j8X£ Address: tff/)VAy^ g_ gg j^ 



Did you read or view the entire book or material? aires □ No 

If not, what parts did you read or view? Please be specific-cite page numbers. 



What are your specific objections to the educational use of this material? 

S f_ At— a VsrM 



What would you like your library/school to do about this work? 

Do not assign/lend it to my child:_ 

Q Return it to the staff selection committee/department for re-evaluation. 



tber, please explain: Raw, « fa^_j_ !__LeJ_jAfl ■'My^, 



City:J_X_, 



E-raai) Address: 





Signature: fft ' tfil \. 4 >^L^> 



* * * * 4 * * 



8 2002, Missouri School Boards' Association, Registered in U.S. Copyright Office 
For Office Us* Only. KLB-AF. iC 0*0$ 
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' 2ta£Sff£T a ° f rftl ' P ' nn : 10 "* manner w which historians disseminate 

? StST* „ Wnl ?*?S a**"* ^ il makes atout the ^tory of the Judeo-Christian people- Inthe 
S^ZfSKST^^ '^Chitata people; In the way it exalts the JWeo^LsST 
Judeo^hnshan ideals, beliefs, motives, and behavior over all others; In the way it ignores anv and all of the 

oiner race, creed, taitn, and almost every individual as tainted and selfish. 

QD - e IT ^ ° hi ^ ons _ i5 tfg honk cl eajl Y th e bible is caagdej Mfem c (Chap. 3, Sec I 

fcL^ ^^ 0n ^MrS eaS, r; I );(Cha P .3,Sec. l.pageJU. The Early Isradites, KdeTpar. IV 

It deceitfully uses the terms for tht, sources that historic utilize for t^hi^ history wh«n it n ^ ft. bible 
as a pnmarYsoutce which means that it states that the historian was present during aU K^ Sdfa^ 
bible accordmg to the author's own statement, Tools, page^ Where is the Evidence, ,» ^TW would have 
to include the creation of the Earth and the Cosmos, as'Suls the places in the book wh^re it s^klof 
bible* hstory. This is a clear and obvious lie. It is also a clear attempt to confuse children as toTat 
constitutes evidence and feet. 

SSSSg* ^ 8 jUSt 3 f* "? le f j" StaaC «- the bible. exnlnsiv.I y, as it's m ,m» telling the, hi.^w 

Qf^ejs^ete A direct antithesk of what evide nce any historian should use when relating historical 
information to be used for education (and what the author claims should be taken into account when selectine 
material to be disseminated as history, i.e. motive). The bible makes many claims that Ss nToSier 
historical or evidence for other than it's unfounded claims. Claiming that the bible is, lite^ir^coXl history 
fcenuclearlyaomit^ 

The bible is a reugious, not historical, text with a clear and stated religious motive and the chanter mat envpr s A*" 
bible does not introduce itas a presentation of the w it j^nW , if ^? A Z!™™ ) 

Israeli es, which sets it apart fam other presentation, ah ^ t relieion-maVinp it history, nnt wJfoi™ m7 ^ 

*» »*» - a primary ™ shows Sk another suMe Imp^ pi Snf 
Slf.^r^/f 4 ' ^ .^ 9 r wte ^-Christian mythology from the other belief systems . Ev^ 
other place in the book that speaks of existent religions, i.e. Hinduism and Buddhism, makes it clear that it U 
covering religion Every other section in the book that speaks of other peoples' belief systems, besides the 
Israelites and the two main myth systems that were founded from it, Islam and Christianity, calls their stories 
mvihs, legends, fables, etc., but the stories from the bible are not only supposed to be, but axSory <k *A 

^^oTr^" 5 ?^ 6 ° h ™™ the teTO ™™ tM ™ - » bairns to have 3 entities in one god wW 
de cnbing the Christian god while stating that the Hindus had different parts of one universal spirit (god) Z 

SSSS^555 8 T." monotheistic «w»H»8 *> *e books own use of terms. Some could 
say fcat the way all of those are presented are not misleading, but that the Jews were the first monotheists was 
taught m class, as my child brought a homework handout that declared that same thing (different from others 

mtended, and I would assume that if a consensus was taken, most 6th graders would take awav that same idea 
. T^rsteacltingfalsehistory.Iknow^ 

shows mat they worshiped many gods and that their exaggerated claims continue to beSj^SS 
scientific and archeological(real historical) evidence. p rarougn 

!2S^y^ u- ^ ^ monotheistic 88 b ^«ving in only one god but doesn't intmdnr, 
roagftga^B l^urtU Judaism, a henotheistic religion, is spoken of and slips it i n (Unit " Chap 1 Se c 
3, page 65, A Religious Reformer, par. 1 &2-even going so far as to give Akhnaten a selfish reason for bring " 
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, monotheistic. It claims that the Israelites were the first to develop the idea of monotheism and different from all 

^^'ng what the book had clearly stated previously ZZS^^t 

? K>1 ? h0Ut ^° 0k Xt claim s that the Israelites hato^H in ™i v one god _ wnirlt • falgA ^ ^ 

Sri^^T* u?, C,Carly ^ tWs C,aim in Several P'** s bible. After maSmultipte 
false daims that the Israehtes believed in only one god, on page 81, (Unit 1, Chap. 3, sec. 1 WbTwerefee 
Rentes, par. I) it states correctly that the Israelites focused on one god, but focusing on one goa whTe 

Elohimand Yhwh, both pro-existent in other faiths- is called henotheism. YeU waits 
to mtmduce the word monotheism until this section in a disconnected sentence that has nothing whatsoever to 
do with the Jews, their beliefs, or accurate history. 8 wnaxsoever to 

Itoaly capitalizes pod when speakinp of the Jewish or Chris tian god-and th* T«l„n^ ^ hoauix H hm fhr 
same roots as the Judeo-Oristian god. Elsewhere in the book, it carefully words each segmtntTd eXc^ 
where any other god is mentioned so as not to have to capitalize that word. 

j£E£?S ^If 686 fait ^ * *T te ^«=Qaato faith ranri -pin-off Mia) Aim stedgs ^ — 

^ one-hundred pa^ while regulating Hinduism to two ,n d Bu £ dh i S m ,n g£ rlL;^ 

to e^n* f lt ^ t0 reli8i ° n » clas ^Sunk that neither gives fa^or adequate ^ace 

S^r/l' 81005 m a r amCr ^ 030 eduC3te children 95 to tenets * «** faiths (compound^ 
with i the fact feat toere is no advocate to assert that they are reality as in the case of my child's teacher when 
teaching aboin Judeo-Chnstianity). That is, unless you meant that the school districts policy on ^uSntk to 
to^h about religion was that it was required to teach about the Judeo-Christian reUgioa It explains these other 

S^ZSSl? mCOrr ^ ly ; ^ Und of clear P icture a * t° what the benefice or whTiaeas 
^ ar % im P (>s « ble &r ^ not already familiar with them to identity, but then again, 

Std^^^ 

The book claims that the god of the Israelites- now * bi^ri ^ f lgure . nn iv fav^ Jews flnd nn nfW , tt 

S^W, ^ 2 * Fal1 Israel?, par. 5, page 91^and that acts of worship ST 

acccpted bythat god unless they are by Jews. What are students of otheTfeiths supposed to take away from this 

f"? *f ^ SyStem 58 ^ ^ now > ** ^ e in «*» * depeXon 
^ i7S2LT <? ^ relig j° n iS DOt * ^ eod and that me bible is record^ Msto ™ 

Ttofeexteemely offensive to me: for teaching my children that there is a god who will never approve or 
san^fythan or any of their acts and accomplishments and to tell me that my children wiUnotgeta good grade 
in Social Studies unless they relate mythology as fact. Many other places in fee book support mf Idea 

There are a large number of obvious and subtle instances that distinguishes the book as biased. I hope the 
instances that I have referenced are sufficient. This whole attempt to disguise mythology as fact appears to be 
one way to get around teaching creationism by moving the class that promotes Judeo-Christian iSSS from 
scScX 17 PreSeDtin8 UaJbamfed Cthnic ™ d reU8ious c,aims 35 Mstorical feet wiC nCnSg 
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3-12-09 

Textbook concerns from parent 

Glencoe World History Journey Across Time 

Paragraph 6: The book totally misrepresents and obscures the term monotheism: 
We are not scholars of either religion. Presentation in the book introduces concepts. 

Paragraph?: It spoke of Akhnaten: 

Akhnaten introduced anew religion.. . only one god was to be worshiped. To Egyptians 
attacks on the gods seemed to be an attack on Egypt itself. They refused to accept Aton 
as the only god. When Akhnaten dies, Tutankhamen inherited the throne. He restored 
the old religion, (pgs 64-65) 

This clearly shows a short time introduction of one god that was not accepted by the 
people of Egypt This seems quite different than the widespread belief in one god 
discussed in the book on page 8 1 . 

Paragraph 8: Throughout the book it makes claims the Israelites believed in only one god: 
This discussion goes beyond what is introduced in 6* grade. These points are not 
mentioned in this chapter or this entire textbook. 

Paragraph 9: In relating all of these faiths, it give the Judeo-Christian faith three chapters 
and only 2 pages to Hinduism and four to Buddhism: 

Our focus is on culture and history, religion is a part of that. This text focuses on 
Western Civilization, but includes other civilizations also. 

Paragraph 10: The book claims that the god of the Israelites favors Jews: 
"The people of Judah looked down on the Samaritans. They believed that God accepted 
only the sacrifices from the temple at Jerusalem. They did not believe that other people 
were God's people too." Notice the use of they. Pages 91-92. 
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Glencoe Response to Raytown, Missouri Parent Criticism about 
JAT 



1. Parent statement: The book presents a biased account of 
religion. 

Glencoe response: This statement is not a fair and objective 
assessment of the coverage of religion in JAT. The textbook 
takes a balanced approach to coverage of world religions, 
treating them as part of history and not In terms of the truth 
claims they make. In regard to the historical record, both the 
positive and negative aspects of religion-based actions are 
presented. Regarding the negative, for example, JAT discusses 
the Inquisition and Christian anti-Semitism in the chapter on 
medieval Europe (pp. 547, 558) as well as the church's 
opposition to Galileo and his theories In the chapter on the 
Enlightenment (p. 675). 

2. Parent statement: The text states clearly that the Bible is 
recorded history. 

Glencoe response: This statement distorts the text, which 
simply states that the Israelites "wrote down much of their 
history and many of their religious beliefs In what later became 
the Hebrew Bible." (p. 81). The text does not make any value 
judgment on the historical reliability of the material cited from 
the Hebrew Bible; It merely presents what the biblical account 
states, because this is part of the Israelite/Jewish worldvlew. In 
addition, a variety of state standards stress coverage of the Bible 
and its place in Israelite/Jewish history. 

3. Parent statement: The text "deceitfully" uses the terms for the 
sources that historians utilize for teaching history when it 
presents the Bible as a primary source. 

Glencoe response: Again, this is a distortion of what the text 
says. The Bible can be used as a primary source in order to 
understand the beliefs and views of the Israelites about their 
own history. In covering the biblical accounts, the text is 
presenting information about what the Israelites or Jews thought 
or think about their past. It is not making a value judgment on 
the veracity of the biblical texts. 

4. Parent statement: The bible is used exclusively as a source 
when telling the history of the Israelites. 
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Glencoe response: It Is recognized that, apart from the Bible, 
there are few other early written sources available for 
understanding the history and beliefs of the ancient Israelites. 
The text does not state that the Bible is literal recorded history 
from a modern standpoint. The text presents what the 
Israelites/Jews believe about their history and traditions. 

5. Parent statement: The book does not introduce [the bible] as a 
presentation of the Jews' belief system, it introduces it as The 
Ancient Israelites, which sets it apart from other presentations 
about religion— making it history, not religion. 

Glencoe response: This statement is a misrepresentation. As In 
other sacred texts, history and religion are interwoven In the 
Bible and its interpretation. The Bible is presented as part of the 
Israelite and Jewish belief systems. Also, we do cover the texts 
of other belief systems in the context of history; we do not refer 
to them disparagingly as "myths or legends." For example, on 
page 214, the text states the historical aspects of the 
Mahabharata: "Historians think several different authors wrote It 
and that It was written down about 100 B.C. It describes a great 
war for control of an Indian kingdom about 1,000 years earlier." 

6. Parent statement: The book totally misrepresents and 
obscures the term monotheism. 

Glencoe response: The text presents each world religion as It 
is interpreted by the mainstream of its adherents and by 
scholars who have studied these faiths. It also complies with 
various state standards that call for emphasis of the concept of 
monotheism when dealing with Judaism. Regarding Jewish 
monotheism, the text does not say that Judaism was the first 
monotheistic faith. It says: 

"Although the Israelite population was small, the religion they 
practiced would one day affect most of the world. Most people at 
this time worshipped many gods and goddesses. The Israelite 
religion focused on only one God. The belief in one God is called 
monotheism." 

Some of the Israelites at various points of their history did 
worship other gods (for example, the biblical prophets focused 
on this practice and criticized It), but the basic tradition of Israel 
is definitely monotheistic. 
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7. Parent statement; The book speaks ofAkhenaton as 

believing in only one god but doesn't introduce monotheism here 
but waits until discussion of Judaism. 

Clencoe response: Historians disagree on the exact nature of 
Akhenaton's religion, which In any case did not become an ongoing 
tradition that impacted later civilizations as did the Israelite 
religion. Regarding Hindu monotheism, the text does refer to the 
teaching of the Upanishads regarding the universal spirit (p. 203); 
however, Hinduism also allows for other viewpoints of the divine 
and cannot be said to be exclusively monotheistic in the way that 
Judaism has developed. 



8. Parent statement: Throughout the book it makes claims that 
the Israelites believed in one god, which is false. 
Glencoe response: Although scholars-and even the Bible- 
state that some Israelites worshipped many gods at different 
periods of history, the core element of the ongoing 
Israelite/Jewish tradition is monotheistic. 



9. Parent statement: The text only capitalizes "god" when 
speaking of the Jewish, Christian, or Islamic "god. " 
Glencoe response: The text follows standard usage In 
capitalization. 

10. Parent statement: The text gives the Judaeo-Chr/stian faith 
and Islam three chapters and more than 100 pages, while 
relegating Hinduism to two pages and Buddhism to four pages. 

Glencoe response: This reference to the number of pages is 
misleading, because it fails to take into account areas of the text 
where religion, culture, and history are interwoven. In 
presenting the material on religion and history, the text faithfully 
follows what is called for in various state standards. 

11. Parent statement: The text claims that the god of the 

Israelites favors only the Jews. 

Glencoe response: This comment distorts the text, which does 
not teach such a concept as valid. The text only states that such 
a belief was held by some at a certain point in history. It does 
not endorse that view, nor does it claim that the view was held 
at other times or even today. Throughout the text, the views of 
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many groups are stated in order to help students' historical 
understanding. They are not meant to be taken as 
endorsements of those views. 



